Fall 2024 Courses

State and Faith in Iranian Societies
CEUS-R 356/556 (3 credits) with Professor Jamsheed Choksy
The course examines the bases, permutations, and administrative, societal, economic, literary, and diplomatic developments and ramifications of the relationship between politics and religion in Iranian societies past and present, and how those can be studied through historical and contemporary contexts. No previous knowledge of subject or prerequisites needed. R356 satisfies College CASE Global Civilization and Culture credit (GCC), Social & Historical Studies (S&H), and Intensive Writing (IW) requirements.

The Golden Age of Islamic Civilization
MELC-M 233 with Professor Asma Afsaruddin
The Abbasid dynasty which began in 750 of the Common Era inaugurated what is often described by historians as the ""golden age"" of Islamic civilization. From the late eighth through the tenth centuries, the Abbasid capital city of Baghdad in Iraq became transformed into an epicenter of learning and scientific inquiry at a time when Europe was submerged in the ""Dark Ages."" This period witnessed the greatest flowering of the arts and sciences, literature, and religious and philosophical thought in the pre-modern Islamic world, which will be the focus of our discussion. All readings are in English translation.

War and Peace in Islam
MELC-M 391/681 with Professor Asma Afsaruddin
War and peace are universal themes in which Muslim scholars took great interest. This class will focus on how the concepts of war and peace are dealt with as religious, ethical, legal, and social issues within the internally diverse Islamic tradition. Class readings and discussion will focus on how jihad and related concepts are treated in the Qur’an and Qur’an commentaries, hadith (statements of the Prophet Muhammad) and ethical literature, legal and mystical texts produced in the Muslim-majority world, both from the pre-modern and modern periods. All readings are in English translation.

Medieval Philosophy
PHIL-P 301 / MEST-M 390 with Professor Rega Wood
"Medieval Philosophy" focuses on philosophical ethics in a period that saw the definitive development of theories of human and divine will. It covers theories of human motivation and human freedom, and theories of ethics based on reason and agent intention. We examine the development of the concept of will as a locus of personal identity, freedom, and responsibility. Thinkers from Augustine to Ockham emphasize the intentions of the agent in assessing culpability. By contrast, Aquinas holds that conformity with right reason determines whether an act is praise- or blameworthy.

Roman Letters
CLASl-C 429 with Professor Cynthia Bannon
We will read selections from letters by Cicero, Pliny, and Seneca along with secondary readings to advance their literary and cultural analysis

